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Bridge and Crossings Move
Forward

Connector Bridge. SRPA worked along-
side the Friends of Schuylkill River Park
and Center City Residents Association on
the “Design Concept Team” that over-
saw the preliminary design of the connec-
tor bridge between Schuylkill River Park
and the Schuylkill River Park Trail
(Schuylkill Banks). Two public meetings
were held and over 300 comments were
received. SRPA surveyed park users be-
fore design began, publicized the meet-
ings and facilitated an online comment
survey. In addition to supervising the
design contractor, Schuylkill River De-
velopment Corporation worked with
CSX to lower the bridge’s height and
ramp length. As a result of all of these
efforts, there is agreement about the
alignment of this bridge and how it lands
in each park. The details of the design
are still being worked on, but a genuine
Continued on page 2
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Runnin’ on the River and

Parade big draw n
Thanks to many volunteers, SRPA
put on the 3rdannual Ru n ni n on
the River 5K and the Sthannual Pa r a d i
the River Halloween Parade. The 5K Run
drew over 200 registrants. 167 ran in the 5K
and 15 kids ran in the fun run. Mother nature
cooperated and held off the rain until after
the race! It was a very fun community event,
followed a month later by another annual fa-
vorite, the Halloween Parade for People and
Pets. We had the largest spooky crowd ever
for the Halloween Parade.
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Free the River Park Campaign

Documentary Makes Debut
Produced and directed by Rob Stuart (former
SRPA board member) of Evolvestrategies
and Tara Nurin, this 15 minute documentary
interviews park users, activists and elected
officials to tell the story about how Philadel-
phia convinced CSX to keep open the two at-
grade crossings onto Schuylkill River Park
Trail at Schuylkill Banks. It premiered at the
Academy of Natural Sciences on July 18th
and has been screened at several film festi-
vals, including the Global Peace Film Festi-
val in Orlando, FL, EcoFocus Film Festival
in Athens, GA, Trade & Row Film Festival
in Los Angeles, CA, and in Philadelphia, at
Ecofest and on Channel 34 dutv.

On December 17th, it will be screened by
Mayor Nutter at City Hall. For more infor-
mation, go to www.freetheriverpark.org

Own a DVD of this documentary for a donation of $100 or more. See back page for details
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Connector Bridge from page 1

effort has been made to hear the community’s per-
spective on design and scale and to minimize the
bridge’s impacts and maximize its benefits.

Current alignment for the Connector Bridge Brown: walkway Teal: new panting areas

Design image from HNTB Corporation for SRDC

Race and Locust At-Grade Crossings. SRPA was
kept abreast of design negotiations between the
Streets Department and CSX on the design of the at-
grade crossing gating system that is scheduled to be
installed in mid-2009. This system of fixed and mov-
able gates will prevent people from moving across
the tracks when a train is approaching, or parked on
top of the crossings. SRPA advocated for an auto-
matic gate opening system, which would open as
soon as the train departs. SRPA also researched a
pedestrian notification sign system that could be in-
stalled nearby the Locust Street crossing to warn pe-
destrians or bicyclists travelling northward that the
crossing is blocked. The Streets Department will be
working with SRPA to get that system installed along
with the gate system. A very special thanks to State
Representative Babette Josephs for making this
notification system possible through a Pennsyl-
vania Department of Economic and Community
Development grant.
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Trail Extension Takes Shape

Top of mind for many park users is “when is the
trail going to be extended further south?” SRPA

- conducted an survey of park users on June 1st by
& stopping over 100 bicyclists, runners and walkers
~"_1to ask them how they used the trail and their de-

sired future uses. 74% responded that they would

- go as far as Bartram’s Garden. Clearly, there is a
| high demand for the trail to be extended!

"n mid-November, Schuylkill River Development
~# Corporation unveiled its conceptual design for ex-
72~ | tending the path to the South Street Bridge.

The design is a 15 foot wide boardwalk made out

Schuylkill Banks |qgaeid
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of a concrete surface that is 4-9 feet high from the
water (depending on the tide). The boardwalk will
be 50 feet out in the river to avoid the tree cano-
pies that are along the embankment. It will con-
nect to both the South Street Bridge ramp (north
side of bridge) and to the south of the Bridge to the
riverbank and path leading to a set of stairs being
built down from the Bridge. For more information
on this design, go to riverparkalliance.org or
schuylkillbanks.org and send comments to
erin.bolz@srdc.net

SRDC is working to raise the funds for this project
and ideally would like to construct in coordination
with the South Street Bridge renovation. The price
tag is approximately $10 million and $4 million is

already raised.



Clockwise from upper left: Runnin’ on the River kids and parents, ROTR
start, members of Back on My Feet after the SK, June public meeting on
connector bridge, June interceptor survey, Halloween Parade winners, top
male ROTR finisher Peter Churchman (17:45), (center bottom) Philly
Spring Cleanup, (center top) top female ROTR winner Deb Fink (20:29).
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Strengthen Schuylkill River Park Alliance for 2009

Your tax deductible donation will help SRPA continue to monitor the federal court settlement between CSX
and Philadelphia to make safe crossings to the Schuylkill River Park Trail and to help raise public awareness
for the need to fund new trail segments to reach Bartram’s Garden.

For a donation over $100, we will send you a DVD of the Free the River Park campaign movie.
Donations can be made online at www.riverparkalliance.org or mailed to:

SRPA 113 N. Van Pelt Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103

Special Thanks to:

State Representative Babette Josephs
For her consistent support and generous help in securing PA Department of Community and Economic
Development grants

Runnin’ on the River Sponsors
Gold Brandywine Realty Trust, Edgewater, SWEAT

Silver CSX, University of Pennsylvania, Whole Foods, Wolf, Block, Greater Philadelphia
Tourism Marketing Corporation, Orens Brothers, Law Offices of Susan Halpern, 2400 Chest-
nut Associates, J.A. Reinhold Residential Real Estate, Hidden River Outfitters, Clifbar, Rit-
tenhouse Sports Specialties, Julian Willis, I Glide Tours, Philadelphia Runner

Bronze Bartram's Garden, REI, Bacchus Market and Catering, Sports Works, Arlene Grabel-
Realtor Prudential Fox & Roach, Trader Joe's, Trophy Bikes, Tastebuds Marketing & Cater-
ing, EMS, Old City Coffee, lovine Brothers Produce & Catering, Walnut Bridge Coffee
House, ZipCar

Friends Fairmount Park, Fuji Bicycles, Replica, The Philadelphia School, Bicycle Coalition
of Greater Philadelphia, Friends of Schuylkill River Park, Mike Clavelli and Mike McClosky

of Runners Advocate, SPRA Board members, especially Kevin Gruenfeld and volunteers:
Amanda Gallatig, Dan Solis-Cohen, Patrick O'Bannon, Cintra Rodgers, Sean O'Rourke, Andy and Zoey Toy, Dave Cameron, Alex
Doty, Jerry Amari, Breen Goodwin, Dottie, Margaret Mund, Perry Benson, Pam Ferreira, Beth Mohan Restra, Elizabeth Gutman,
George Henderson, Jon Landau, Kimiko Doherty, Rob, Marina and Amelia Stuart, and Anna Luce.

2008 Supporters (as of December 1, 2008)

Lisa Armstrong and John Kaulbach, Molly Kellogg and Jo Bennett, Perry Benson, Jeffrey Berger, Sandra L.
Cadwalader, Michael Chambers, Scott T. Porter and Margaret Conner-Porter, William C. Craig, Eileen M.
Curcio, Bill DiPierre, Robert DuPlessis, Joseph Evancich, Francis Fedoraff, Kenneth and Susan Frank,
Jeanne Frantz and Paul A. Edelblut, Sally Frazza, Laurel Grady, Theodosia Hale, Diane Hedrich, L. Stock-
ton Illoway and Eleanor Morris Illoway, James E. Innes, Paul Nestor and Kathy Jones-Nestor, James Kilik,
Sue Ellen Klein, Jessica Krow, Jon Landau, Patrick Lippincott, Russell Meddin, Debra O'Donnell, Richard
Pinola, Michael Raducha, Harry Roth, Donald U. Smith III and H. Hetherington Smith, June Topacio,
George Trotman, Randy and Jan Weinstock, George Westby and Jim Vernon for a corporate match from
Merck Partnership for Giving
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