. River Park
Alliance

Advocating for
Users of

t KA RSt LKA

Schuylkill River
Parks

Schuylkill River
Park Alliance
(SRPA) is incorpo-
rated as a non
profit, tax-exempt
corporation in the
name of Lower
Schuylkill River
Park Users Asso-
ciation (LSRUA).

Lower Schuylkill
River Users Assn.
Board:

Perry Benson
President
Robert Thomas
Secretary

John Randolph
Treasurer

Peg Connor
Alex Doty

Terry Gillen
Kevin Gruenfeld
Harold Jacobs
Sam Little
Russell Meddin
Hal Schirmer
Sarah Clark Stuart
Andy Toy

Reaching The Hid

FALL 2008

Reviewing 2008

Bridge and CrossingsMove Runni nd on t

Forward Parade big draw S|
Thanks to many volunteers, SRPA
Connector Bridge.SRPA worked along- putonthe rdannuunni né on
side the Friends of Schuylkill River Parkthe River5K and the Sthannu8lar ad i n
and Center City Residents Association dhe RiverHalloween Parade. The 5K Run
the fiDesi gn Conc e pdrewdver200degistrantsa 167 ranvirethie 5K
saw the preliminary design of the conneand 15 kids ran in the fun run. Mother nature
tor bridge between Schuylkill River Parkcooperated and held off the rain until after
and the Schuylkill River Park Trail the race! It was a very fun community event,
(Schuylkill Banks). Two public meetingdollowed a month later by another annual fa-
were held and over 300 comments werevorite, the Halloween Parade for People and
received. SRPA surveyed park users bd&2ets. We had the largest spooky crowd evel
fore design began, publicized the meet-for the Halloween Parade.
ings and facilitated an online comment
survey. In addition to supervising the
design contractor, Schuylkill River De-
velopment Corporation worked with ~ Documentary Makes Debut
CSX to | ower the bRraduedeari siredcteel byqRbhk Stuartn(fdrmer
ramp length. As a result of all of these SRPA board member) of Evolvestrategies
efforts, there is agreement about the  and Tara Nurin, this 15 minute documentary
alignment of this bridge and how it landgnterviews park users, activists and elected
in each park. The details of the design officials to tell the story about how Philadel-
are still being worked on, but a genuine phia convinced CSX to keep open the two at
Continued on page 2 grade crossings onto Schuylkill River Park
Trail at Schuylkill Banks. It premiered at the
Academy of Natural Sciences on July 18th
and has been screened at several film festi-
vals, including the Global Peace Film Festi-
val in Orlando, FLEcoFocus Film Festival
in Athens, GA, Trade & Row Film Festival
in Los Angeles, CA, and in Philadelphia, at
Ecofestand onChannel 34 dutv.
On December 17th, it will be screened by
Mayor Nutter at City Hall. For more infor-
mation, go to www.freetheriverpark.org
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Free the River Park Campaign

FREE THE RIVER PARK

SEE THE MIVIE

Own a DVD of this documentary for a donation of $100 or m&ee back page for details
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http://www.freetheriverpark.org/

Connector Bridge from page 1 Trail Extension Takes Shape
effort has been made to hear the communitydos per -

spective on design and scale and to minimize the 1 , of mind for many park u
bridgeds i mpacts and m@¥hqu%oﬁh§ Peneghi €St ended
e conducted an survey of park users on June 1st by
=" [~ stopping over 100 bicyclists, runners and walkers

_1to ask them how they used the trail and their de-
sired future uses. 74% responded that they would
“go as far as Bartrambébs Gard
| high demand for the trail to be extended!

"in mid-November, Schuylkill River Development
~~ Corporation unveiled its conceptual design for ex-
77" |tending the path to the South Street Bridge.

The design is a 15 foot wide boardwalk made out

Schuylkill Banks |4 g
Trail Extension (7py.,i

Current alignment for the Connector Briddgrown: walkway Teal new panting areas — . = o e URS

L
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Design image from HNTB Corporation for SRDC

Race and Locust AGrade CrossingsSRPA was
kept abreast of design negotiations between the
Streets Department and CSX on the design of the
grade crossing gating system that is scheduled to |
installed in mid2009. This system of fixed and moy
able gates will prevent people from moving across
the tracks when a train is approaching, or parked c
top of the crossings. SRPA advocated for an auto:
matic gate opening system, which would open as
soon as the train departs. SRPA also researched gf a concrete surface that i€94eet high from the
pedestrian notification sign system that could be invater (depending on the tide). The boardwalk wil
stalled nearby the Locust Street crossing to warn ggr 50 feet out in the river to avoid the tree cano-
destrians or bicyclists travelling northward that thepijes that are along the embankmewill con-
Crossing is blocked. The Streets Department will Bxct to both the South Street Bridge ramp (north
working with SRPA to get that system installed alogige of bridge) and to the south of the Bridge to the
with the gate systemi very special thanks to Staterjverbank and path leading to a set of stairs being
Representative Babette Josephs for making this  puilt down from the Bridge. For more information
notification system possible through a Pennsyl-  on this design, go to riverparkalliance.org or

vania Department of Economic and Community  schuylkillbanks.org and send comments to
Development grant. erin.bolz@srdc.net

' SRDC is working to raise the funds for this project

‘ and ideally would like to construct in coordination
with the South Street Bridge renovation. The price
tag is approximately $10 million and $4 million is
already raised.
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Clockwise from upper |l eft: Runnfi ngd
start, members dack on My Feedfter the 5K, June public meeting on
connector bridge, June interceptor survey, Halloween Parade winnerg, top
male ROTR finisher Peter Churchman (17:45), (center bottom) Philly
Spring Cleanup, (center top) top female ROTR winner Deb Fink (20:2D).
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