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What's in a name? Why we changed ours

kill River between the Fair-
mount dam and Fort Mifflin.

"What are you going to call
yourselves now that the Park
has been freed?" was the
most frequent question asked
of Free Schuylkill River Park
after the April 2007 signing of
the settlement agreement
between CSX and the City of
Philadelphia.

It was such a good question
that we went directly to our
constituents to seek advice
on how to answer it. In our
online survey this past July,
we stated our mission as ad-
vocating for users of the river-
front parks along the Schuyl-

We then asked people to
tell us if we should change
our name and asked for
feedback on several pro-
posed names, and for sug-
gestions of other names.
Out of 149 respondents,
82% thought that changing
our name was a good idea,
while the rest preferred we
didn’t or had no opinion. As
it turned out, none of the
proposed names that we
listed in our survey proved
to be a winner. Therefore,

based a lot of the suggestions
that respondents made, we
came up with Schuylkill River
Park Alliance as having all the
components of a name that
best conveys who we are and
what we do.

We settled on Schuylkill River
Park Alliance as our new
name,
www.riverparkalliance.org as
our new web address, and
“Advocating for Users of Phila-
delphia’s Tidal Schuylkill River
Parks” as our one liner.

Runnin’ on the River 5K

This year’s second annual Runnin’ on the
River 5K on Saturday, September 29 was a
great success thanks to the collective hard
work of many volunteers and support from
35 local businesses, companies and indi-

viduals.

Runnin’ on the River is the only footrace

bridges, it really was a race that was runnin’ on
the river. While we heard from a few runners that
they would rather avoid the ramps next year,
(and we needed to order more T-shirts, espe-
cially mediums!), overall everyone enjoyed them-

selves immensely. And this year, we couldn’t
have ordered more perfect weather. See photos

held on the trail at Schuylkill Banks and
doubled in number from last year. 189 run-

ners registered and 164 runners finished the
5K (3.1 mile) course. By using both ramps
at Market and Chestnut streets and travers-
ing the Schuylkill River three times across

Chestnut, Market and Martin Luther King

Top Male Finishers
Michael Smythe 17:44
Craig Zingerline 18:02
Bradd Delmuto

and full race results on the website.

Top Female Finishers

Anne Martin 18:45
Meredith
18:22  Coulibaly 18:58

Laura Rugarber 22:05

WWW.RIVERPARKALLIANCE.ORG
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(rossings and Bridge: A status report on the (SX-Cily Settlement

In April 2007, CSX and the City of Philadelphia signed
an historic agreement to allow the two street level
crossings at Race and Locust to be improved and
made safe for park users. As part of that agreement,
the City agreed to also construct a bridge between the
Schuylkill River Park Trail at Schuylkill Banks and
Schuylkill River Park at 25" and Locust Streets. This
connector between the two parks will supplement the
two crossings and allow park users to have an addi-
tional point of entry and exit from the trail.

Planning for Bridge Design Begins

Around the time of the signing, the Pew Charitable
Trusts gave the Schuylkill River Development Corpo-
ration (SRDC) a $195,000 grant to produce a concep-
tual design of the connector bridge. SRDC invited
Schuylkill River Park Alliance and the Friends of
Schuylkill River Park to join a "design concept

team" (DCT) to select an engineering firm to design
the connector bridge. In addition to our two organiza-
tions, the Design Concept Team consists of SRDC,
Philadelphia Streets and Commerce Departments,
Fairmount Park Commission, University of Pennsyl-
vania and the Pew Charitable Trusts)

Ensuring Community Input

To ensure participation by the community and park
users as early as possible, we joined with Friends of
Schuylkill River Park to put up an online survey in mid-
May to ask for ideas, thoughts and concerns about the
connector bridge. Those survey results were summa-
rized and provided to all DCT members and

the engineering firms vying for the contract to design
the connector bridge.

We made this effort to ensure that everyone concerned
with this project was well aware of the community's ideas,
needs and concerns as early as possible in the process.
One important finding from that survey was that 90% of the
over 300 responders supported the idea of a bridge as long
as it was well incorporated into the older Schuylkill River
Park. You can read the online survey results on our website
at www.riverparkalliance.org

The DCT met three times in May and June and ultimately
selected HNTB to conduct the design. Since their contract
with SRDC was signed, HNTB and its contractors have
been surveying the area and evaluating the physical pa-
rameters set by CSX, Fairmount Park and surrounding
property owners. Two public meetings will be held, the first
in early November, to garner public input into the bridge’s
design. At the end of the consultative process, a final pub-
lic meeting will be held. Completion of this design phase
will allow the project to move into preliminary engineering
and Final Design. The Settlement Agreement deadline for
completing the bridge is October 2009.

Paving the Crossings

Meanwhile, we asked the City’s Streets Department and
CSX each to do what they could do to improve the cross-
ings with temporary paving until the gates, crossing tech-
nology and permanent surfaces are installed. CSX re-
sponded by putting in plastic runners in between the rails
and then paved over their right-of-way in July and August.
The City is working on fulfilling our formal request to pave
from the streets to the crossings and the crossings to the
path at both locations.

Highlights of the CSX-City of Philadelphia Settlement Agreement approved by the Federal Court

LBy April 2009, the crossings at Race and Locust Street will be improved with fencing and gates that will permit park
users to cross the tracks when no train is approaching or parked. If trains are parked near, but not on the cross-
ings, gates will reopen to permit crossing the tracks until the train moves again.

LBy October 2009, a connector bridge will be constructed south of Locust Street to link the forthcoming segment of
the trail to the Schuylkill River Park at 25th and Spruce Street

LBy April 2009, trains exclusively carrying garbage containers will no longer park on tracks next to the Park or within

the City’s municipal boundaries.

LA segment of track will be built in the vicinity of 32nd and Thompson Street to facilitate faster movement of trains

through the City.

A link to the he full settlement term sheet is available on our home page at www.riverparkalliance.org

Donate online at
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